What does assimilation mean?

	
	A.
	the process by which a person or a group’s language and/or culture comes to resemble those of another group, typically that of a dominant society. This process may involve quick or gradual change, depending on the circumstances.



	
	B.
	the process by which a person or a group taking something for one's own use, typically without permission of the original group




What does the concept "firsting and lasting" mean? Provide 2 different examples of the concept from the history we've studied so far. 
Firsting refers to the idea held by white settlers from Europe who believed they were the first people to establish civilization in North America. Examples include historical accounts of authors from Anglo-Saxon white middle-class authors who considered themselves superior to the people they found there. Lasting refers to the concept of Indians being the last to pass on the scene after being denied their own identity by the European American settlers. An example of this concept is how Indians were victims of change and were forced out of their lands and further away toward the western frontier. 

Who were the buffalo soldiers, and what was their purpose?
The Buffalo Soldiers were members of African American cavalry regiments of the army who served from 1866 to 1896. The main aim of these soldiers was to fight Native Indians on the frontier. Their achievements fighting on the western frontier were the most commonly known but the Buffalo Soldiers also fought in other areas of America and even further away in Mexico and Cuba. These regiments also fought in both world wars, illustrating the historical importance of African American army regiments.
What was the significance of beginning the course with the Bering Strait Theory? What are the controversies surrounding it, and what does the author of the Indian Country Today articles argue?

It was necessary to begin with the Bering Strait Theory because it attempts to answer the question of where the first people to live in America came from and when they began living there. The theory is criticized for being culturally biased and generally simplistic. The theory is also controversial because there are discoveries that suggest the Indians arrived much earlier and using different routes. The author of the Indian Country Today articles argues that the Bering Strait Theory needs to go away once and for all because the strait was impassable until after Indian tribes already existed on the continent. 
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What does "Manifest Destiny" mean?
	
	A.
	the belief of predestination



	
	B.
	the belief of a destiny to expand by colonizing other countries



	
	C.
	the belief that the US is destined  by a God-given right to expand from coast to coast of North America



	
	D.
	All of the above
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